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It’s Our Second Anniversary
We want to know what you think! As the Library 

of Congress Digital Preservation Newsletter marks 
it’s second anniversary,  please take a moment to an-
swer a few questions. Your feedback will help us to 
improve our newsletter product and bring you the in-
formation and resources you find most useful.  The 
survey will take about 5 minutes to complete.  •
Minnesota State Archivist Bob Horton had his 
first significant electronic records experience in the 
early 1990s at boot camp. Camp Pitt was a workshop 
-– sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh and the 
National Historical Publications and Records Com-
mission -– on electronic records. Horton credits 
Camp Pitt for opening his eyes to the possibilities of 
technology, electronic recordkeeping and access to 
archival information. After that experience, Horton 
steered his archival work in the direction of public 
access to electronic records.

Horton went on to work with the Minnesota 
Historical Society in 1997 
where he soon encountered 
one of the largest projects he 
was ever involved with: the 
Tobacco Document Library. 
The state of Minnesota won 
a lawsuit against the major 
tobacco companies and as 
part of its settlement the to-
bacco companies agreed to 
help establish a repository 

containing all of the documentation produced during 
the litigation, over 27 million pages of documents. 

Horton brings an open-minded approach to the 
NDIIPP-funded State Government Digital Informa-
tion project.  The MHS is trying to foster collabora-
tions within and among states, recognizing that shar-
ing resources will allow people to do things that they 
otherwise could not. A recent example of this took 
place at a project meeting in January (see the Minne-
sota Minnesota Project “eXists” article in this news-
letter).

Digital Preservation Pioneer: 
Robert Horton

Minnesota State Archivist Bob 
Horton.
://www.digitalpreservation.gov 
Read more about Horton’s interests and career -- 
or listen to a podcast or view a webcast featuring 
Horton-- at digitalpreservation.gov. •
At the beginning of March, the digital preserva-
tion community finds itself with two recently issued 
reports and a new guide on distributed digital preser-
vation to read and digest.

The Blue Ribbon Task Force on Sustainable Dig-
ital Preservation and Access has issued a final report, 
Sustainable Economics for a Digital Planet.

The report caps over two years 
of work by the task force, which is 
made up of representatives from a 
variety of disciplines, including eco-
nomics, computer science, libraries 
and archives.  Task force members 
will discuss the report in detail dur-
ing a April 1, 2010, symposium in 
Washington, D.C.

The Preserving Digital Public Television Project 
has released the report, Strategies for Sustainable 
Preservation of Born Digital Public Television. The 
report is a thorough investigation into the technical, 
operational and economic requirements for sustain-
able preservation of file-based television production. 
It demonstrates how the development of a preserva-
tion repository can benefit the public television com-
munity.

The project is planning to release several other 
reports over the next few months, including a de-
tailed analysis of the intellectual property and copy-
right issues relating to digital access and preserva-
tion of public television programs in the U.S.

Members of the MetaArchive Cooperative have 
written A Guide to Distributed Digital Preservation.  
Chapters cover topics such as preservation architec-
ture, technical and organizational considerations, 
and content selection, preparation and management.   

The guide, edited by Katherine Skinner and Matt 
Schultz, is available as a freely downloadable pdf 
file or as a print publication for purchase.•

March Reading Materials

BRTF Final report.
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http://brtf.sdsc.edu/symposium.html
http://brtf.sdsc.edu/
http://brtf.sdsc.edu/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/news/2010/20100304news_article_BRTF_report.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/partners/metaarchive/metaarchive.html
http://www.metaarchive.org/GDDP
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/partners/pdpt/pdpt.html
http://www.thirteen.org/ptvdigitalarchive/uncategorized/pdptv-sustainability-report-now-available/118/
http://www.thirteen.org/ptvdigitalarchive/uncategorized/pdptv-sustainability-report-now-available/118/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/partners/pioneers/detail_horton.html
http://www.loc.gov/podcasts/digitalpreservation/podcast_horton.html
http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4312
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/partners/states_mn/states_mn.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/partners/states_mn/states_mn.html
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VKZ8F2V
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Minnesota Project “eXists” to 
Preserve

The partners from the Model Technological and 
Social Architecture for the Preservation of State 
Government Digital Information Project convened 
on January 20, 2010 in Sacramento, California.

The project, lead by the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, is working with legislatures in several states 
to explore enhanced access to legislative digital re-
cords. The purpose of this meeting was to provide an 
update on recent activities, concentrating on a dem-
onstration of the open source  eXist native XML da-
tabase.

eXist has been selected by the project for build-
ing pilot applications for importing, searching, ex-
porting and managing digital legislative information, 
much of which is already in XML format. In con-
junction with the meeting, the project has published 
a white paper on XML Native Databases, providing 
background information on how XML has changed 
the way data can be stored and accessed.

Read more about the meeting at digitalpreserva-
tion.gov. •

Sacramento City. Credit: Library of Congress Prints and 
Photographs Division).
:

To subscribe to this newsletter, go to https://
service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.
html?code=USLOC&origin=http://www.loc.gov type in 
your e-mail address, scroll down and click on “Digital 
Preservation.”  Past newsletters are archived at http://www.
digitalpreservation.gov/news/archive.html
NEH Offers Preservation 
Grants

The National Endowment for the Humanities 
recently announced the availability of Preservation 
Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions of up to 
$6,000.  These grants can help with all types of col-
lections, including those in digital form.  Applica-
tions are due May 18, 2010 and must be submitted 
through Grants.gov. •
//www.digitalpreservation.gov 
Leslie Johnston joined the National Digital In-
ormation Infrastructure and Preservation Program 

as Manager of Technical 
Architecture Initiatives in 
March. She will work with 
NDIIPP partners and Li-
brary of Congress staff to 
coordinate technical strat-
egy for distributed digital 
preservation and access 
initiatives.

Johnston has over 
twenty years experience in 

anaging digitization programs, setting and apply-
ng metadata and content standards and developing 
igital content management and delivery systems. 

Read more about Johnston at digitalpreservation.
ov. •

Leslie Johnston Joins NDIIPP

Leslie Johnston.
Upcoming Events
The Library of Congress is participating in a panel • 
discussion at the South By Southwest Music and 
Media Conference in Austin, Tx. The discussion, 
Library of Congress: Music for Generations, will 
be at 5 p.m. on Mar. 19, 2010.
National Institute of Standards and Technology •  is 
sponsoring a two-part series on the Roadmap De-
velopment for Digital Preservation Interoperabil-
ity Framework.  The U.S. Workshop will be held 
Mar. 29-31, 2010, in Gaithersburg, Md. The 1st 
International Digital Preservation Interoperability 
Framework Symposium will be held Apr. 21-23, 
2010, in Dresden, Germany.
Chronopolis Webex• . Mar. 19, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. 
EST/10:30 a.m. PST. Hear about Choronopo-
lis’ tools and services for ingesting, storing, geo-
graphic replication and data monitoring. Partici-
pation is limited to 125 users, but the Library will 
record the event for later access.
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