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Browsing item(s) in |Muncie Public Library Historic Documents E|
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This Book Is 119 Years
Overdue

The wondrous database that reveals what Americans o o o

checked out of the library a century ago. o8k 8 O

By John Plotz

Like many kids who grew up poor in the American hinterlands during the 19™
century, Louis Bloom left few public traces. Born in Muncie, Ind. in 1879, he was
the oldest child of a widowed mother who took in loadgers. City surveys, census

forms, and his death certificate reveal that he worked in the town’s glass

factories as a young man, and died in San Francisco in 1936 a government
engineer. Given the family's poverty, it is striking that all three Bloom brathers,

Louis, Rudolph, and Landess (though not their sister Ella) are recorded as "’»,J D) S ST
— DEPARTMENT /OF COMMERCE
graduates of Muncie High School.* That's it. No way to tell how tall he was, what RUREAU OF/REE SENSUS
sports he played, the foods he liked, or how he dressed. ration of gifﬂ. 3‘3‘3"‘“*‘0\\
In 2011, though, a few hundred additional RS Tt T e s
facts about the young Louis Bloom entered e ST o T £ (e Sex 2 o No. & 22
. U /F5T Place of Birth it doitie o, 2L
the public record. We now know, for ZZ ot By £ Cp it
Lo Ly G B 2, =
instance, that on Wednesday Feb. 3, 1892, he ] ‘/”“‘//;/‘;;’ =4
. = N i, )77
ascended to the second floor of the Muncie Kbz v .,«,,,,WM...,’MK

City Building, turned left at the top of the
stairs, entered the city library, signed the
ledger kept by librarian Kate Wilson, and
Photograph courtesy Bleom family. o yacked out The Wonders of Electricity. He

came back the next day to return it and take out Frank Before Vicksburg, Friday it o
was Horatio Alger's Ragged Dick; Saturclay The North Pole: And Charlie Wilson's
Adventures in Search of It. Sunday, the library was closed; Monday Feb. 8, 1892
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This Book Is 119 | = = = o e o
Overdue ze LAST CHANCETO

Newilock SAVE 50% FOR 26 WEEKS

The wondrous database that reveals what
checked out of the library a century ago.

Gmes QN A TIMES SUBSCRIPTION

By John Plotz Casay

Like many kids who grew up poor in the American h “rhﬂt Munﬂie REﬂd

century, Louis Bloom left few public traces. Bornin N| Sy ANNETRUBEE

the oldest child of a widowed mother who took inlalf] | o ovember 23, 201

forms, and his death certificate reveal that he worke| | Aswe lurch into the digital age, people are kicking up hoary W TWITTER
factories as a young man, and died in San Francisco || generalizations about Americans and their reading habits. “No one [ unkeDIN
engineer. Given the family’s poverty, it is striking thg | reads anymore,” “Kids used to read ‘Hamlet,” not “Twilight,” ” “We Bl SIGNINTO
Louis, Rudolph, and Landess (though not their sister| | used to have more time to read.” But these canards are based upon E-MAIL
graduates of Muncie High School.* That's it. Noway | | econjecture, anecdote and idealized views of the past. In fact, we know & PRINT
sports he played, the foods he liked, or how he dres) | yery little about which books Americans used to page through: the @ REFRINTS

In 2011, though, history of reading is largely cireumstantial, based upon diary entries SHARE

or sales figures.

facts about the
the public recor . . .
P Enlarge Thiz Image 90 when Frank Felsenstein, a historian B E I—‘ I—’ E

instance, that or

o 3 P e of the book at Ball State University, GET TI
".E*‘ ascended to the | |5 b
\ &5 p _ - : = oo : | happened to find several unmarked
e City Building, tu : o : . . . .
) i boxes on a shelf in the Muncie Public Library, he was eager
Louis Bloom and Esther stairs, entered t eck insid s o di od bline led
Killingsworth Bloom, 1910 ledger kept by | tc’g ﬂ:i 12,1':; E‘?St_em 5'3'3‘];“ . TS{E;E e fg;lrs
Photograph courtasy Bloom family. checked out Thé i—ll:; note DDEII 1 iﬁf_‘flng EVEE OOK che h C';lut De:d .E
came back the next day to return it and take out Fran ibrary, as well as the name of the patron who it

was Horatio Alger's Ragged Dick: Saturday The NortH out, from November 1891 to December 1902 (save a short

gap when the library very likely burned the records after a

T 7 = 17 -
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Search this collection | Y -ovanced search

Home »» Pierre & Wright Architectural Records

Pierre & Wright Architectural Records

Recent Additions
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=
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Small house elevation g —c

American vignola : Isabel Parry house
o ‘ o part II
Browse Full Collection
About this collection 2098 records

The Pierre and Wright Architectural Records digital collection consists of drawings, photographs, 3-D models, and

; X ) 3 2 ; : Arsenal Technical Mrs. Katherine B.
ephemera from the architecture firms of Edward D. Pierre, the Pierre and Wright Partnership, and Edward D. Pierre High School: Milo P e et
and Associates, ranging from 1920 to 1960. Edward D. Pierre and George Caleb Wright were responsible for SHiart Memorial floor plan
designing many well-known buildings throughout Indianapolis and the state of Indiana, including Bush Stadium, Old Building

Trails Building, the Indiana State Library, as well as numerous houses, restaurants, post offices, apartments, schools
and fire stations.

Items in the Pierre and Wright Architectural Records collection depict the wide range of styles popular in the early to
mid 20th century, including Art Deco, Art Moderne, Tudor and Colonial Revivals, Modern, and Ranch styles. This
digital collection includes images of the drawings, plans, models, and photographs.

Drawings and Documents Archive, College of Architecure and Planning, Collection Guide Mrs. Katheriqe B. Mrs. Katherine B.
Mott house first Mott house west
floor plan elevation
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About this collection

The Pierre and Wright Architectural Records digital collection consists of drawings, photographs, 3-D m
ephemera from the architecture firms of Edward D. Pierre, the Pierre and Wright Partnership, and Edw;
and Associates, ranging from 1920 to 1960. Edward D. Pierre and George Caleb Wright were responsit
designing many well-known buildings throughout Indianapolis and the state of Indiana, including Bush ¢ |
Trails Building, the Indiana State Library, as well as numerous houses, restaurants, post offices, apartr

and fire stations.
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Items in the Pierre and Wright Architectural Records collection depict the wide range of styles popular i
mid 20th century, including Art Deco, Art Moderne, Tudor and Colonial Revivals, Modern, and Ranch st
digital collection includes images of the drawings, plans, models, and photographs.
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Drawings and Documents Archive, College of Architecure and Planning, Collection Guide
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Wysor Grand Opera House wrought iron railing around balcony boxes

Use your mouse to manipulate this 30 model
Rotate: Click and Drag | Pan: Right-Click and Drag | Zoom: Mousewheel
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Wysor Grand Opera House wrought iron railing around balcony boxes
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Use your mouse to manipulate this 3D model

Rotate: Click and Drag | Pan: Right-Click and Drag | Zoom: Mousewheel
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Wysor Grand Opera House wrought iron railing around balcony boxes

Download ~

Use your mouse to manipulate this 3D model

Rotate: Click and Drag | Pan:Right-Click and Drag | Zoom: Mousewheel
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Wysor Grand Opera House wrought iron railing around balcony boxes

Use your mouse to manipulate

Rotate: Click and Drag | Pan: Righi
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DIGITAL MEDIA REPOSITORY

Home Browse this collection
Search this collection |
David Owsley Museum of Art Collection
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Beyond the
Russian Doll Effect

Reflexivity and the Digital Repository Paradigm

Jim Bradley

Head of Metadata and Digital Initiatives
Ball State University, BL-025
Muncie, Indiana 47306

Phone: (765) 285-5718
Fax: (765) 285-2644
JABradley2@bsu.edu

Ball State University Libraries

A destination for research, learning, and friends



