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Dance Heritage Coalition’s 
Dance Preservation and  

Digitization Project (DPDP)



To document, 
preserve, and 
create access to 
the dance legacy of 
the United States.

Daniel Nagrin in his work Not Him But Me, 1965. 
Oleaga Photography. Daniel Nagrin Collection, Music 
Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

DHC Mission



● Moving Image Digitization (DigiHubs)
● Long-Term preservation storage of moving image digital 

files
● Password-protected, IP-restricted access point (Secure 

Media Network)
● Moving image records (National Union Catalog of 

Moving Images) and metadata 

DPDP



DigiHubs Microservices
● Capture as 10-bit uncompressed
● Convert files to lossless, mezzanine and access file formats
● Generate checksums for testing file integrity
● Generate technical metadata about the files
● Upload access files to archive.danceheritage.org
● Create PBCore records to catalog the content
● Migrate lossless preservation files to LTO tape 

Technical Consultants:
Dave Rice +



“Secure Media Network”

What do we do 
about 

copyright? http:
//bit.ly/1pEYJcC

http://bit.ly/1pEYJcC
http://bit.ly/1pEYJcC
http://bit.ly/1pEYJcC


Where do our video materials 
come from?

● DHC Member repositories
● Content Creators, Stewards, “Living Archives”

Dance Companies, choreographers, foundations

Many items will never be given to a traditional repository (this doesn’t 
discount the importance of content)



● TRUST: we are more successful working one-on-one
● Curation Issues: lack of inventory, metadata, & time
● Our constituents unlikely/unprepared to work with 

vendors
● White paper by Dawn Schmitz, digital programs 

archivist at UNC Charlotte, soon to be available on 
benefits of DigiHub model

Why the DigiHub model? 



“Tools” we offer the dance community

● Artist’s Legacy Toolkit
○ Audiovisual Digitization: Meeting Best Practices
○ AV Metadata Template

● Dance Company/Organization Assessments and 
Inventories
○ Examples: Lar Lubovitch Dance Company

and Mark Morris Dance Group



Artist’s Legacy Toolkit



How do you preserve video?

Why is video preservation important?

What steps can I take to begin a video 
preservation project?



 

Planning to digitize your audiovisual materials?  

Don’t just take them to any corner vendor!  Follow these 
steps to meet best practices for an AV digitization project.

Audiovisual Digitization:  Meeting Best Practices

http://bit.ly/1stFR64 (PDF)

http://bit.ly/1stFR64
http://bit.ly/1stFR64


AV METADATA 
TEMPLATE: 

VIDEO METADATA 
FIELDS

Location
Unique ID
Title of Item
Material Type/Format
Volume
Choreographic Work
Place of Performance
Date of Creation
Creator
Condition
General Notes
Generation



VIDEO METADATA 
FIELDS

Unique ID
Tape ID
Format
Volume
Generation
Standard
Brand
Piece
Place of Performance
Date of Performance
Date of Item Creation
Running Time
Manufacturer’s Length of Tape
Dancers
Videographer
Lighting Design
Scenic Design
Music
Producer
Copyright Holder
Rights Issues
Condition
Relationships
Notes



VIDEO METADATA FIELDS

Unique ID Lighting Designer
Location Scenic Designer
Title (from label) Costume 
Designer
Full Item Annotations Costume 
Fabrication
Format Music Type
Standard Composer
Brand Conductor
Running Time Musical Performers
Recording Speed Producer
Manufacturer’s Length Other Contributor
Date of Item Creation Company Notes
Condition Copyright Holder
Preservation Actions Rights: Content
Content Type Rights: Recording
Works Rights: Other
Shot # of Duplicates
Location Recorded Relationships
Date Recorded Generation
Cast Location of Master
Interviewer Record Updated
Interviewee Updated By
Videographer Reliability
Lighting Designer Cataloging Notes



Artist-Driven Archives

blog

Screenshot by Kat Bell. 
June 6, 2014. http:
//artistdrivenarchives.
wordpress.com/.

This project was made 
possible in part by the 
Institute of Museum and 
Library Services.



● Artist’s Legacy Toolkit: http://bit.ly/1l1dF6J 
○ Best Practices Guide: http://bit.

ly/1stFR64
● Inventory Templates: http://bit.ly/1soRknD

Resources 

http://bit.ly/1l1dF6J
http://bit.ly/1stFR64
http://bit.ly/1stFR64
http://bit.ly/1stFR64
http://bit.ly/1soRknD


Kat Bell | kbell@danceheritage.org

Rebecca Fraimow | rfraimow@danceheritage.org

Contact us if you have any questions!


